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Action International Ministries

Merry Christmas From the Rattins

DECEMBER 2009
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| love Christmas. | would
happily snuggle under blankets
in a room lit by a festive
Christmas tree, Christmas
carols in the background, hot
cocoa in my hand, a fire crack-
ling in our imaginary fireplace,
with presents and stockings
hung with care, bright white
snow muffling the world out-
side.

But it’s easy to forget the thrill
of the Christmas season while
trudging through dirty snow,
sliding all over the traffic
clogged roads (New England
does NOT shut down for
winter weather!), juggling
music rehearsals, packed
calendars, regular life respon-
sibilities, and so much more.

This season is just as busy as
the last as Josh’s involvement
in church leadership is more
intense than ever, the HIN1
flu keeps me really hopping
during my two days a week at
work, while we’re preparing
for our move to Uganda next

Christmas in Uga

We are praying that we
will celebrate Christ-
mas 2010 in Uganda
along with two other
new missionary families
who have a similar time
-frame —the Riegers
and the Watters. Pray
that all of our support
comes through in time
to allow all of us to
celebrate Christmas
with our brothers and
sisters in Christ in
Uganda!

See Page 3 for financial details.

I r e
year. I'm cleaning out our
household, planning for the
sustainability of the Global
Health Track that | established
at the Family Medicine resi-
dency program where | am
faculty, doing everything nec-
essary to get Gracie ready for
a healthy transitions, and
refining my role as wife and
mother to my precious family.

Josh is striving to disciple
others to take over his many
ministries at church while
helping the church through a
difficult transition between
pastors. Biblical Hebrew has
also really stretched him aca-
demically this year! We've had
the opportunity to share
about God’s heart for mis-

crackil i

ng

sions and our plans for mis-
sions in Uganda with at least 8
churches and many individuals
this year.

Our hearts long to be on the
mission field, yet we feel a
great responsibility to create a
smooth transition as we leave
our ministries in the USA.

We rejoice this Christmas
season that we get to be in
the service of our sovereign
God and we strive to make
use of every moment, every
breath that God has given us
to bring GLORY to His name!

What a wonderful privi-
lege to be in God’s service!

ACTION Gulu pro-

vides Christmas cele- grams and special gifts

brations for children

staff, etc. These pro-

are dependent on

and pastors in the IDP funds and, in recent

(Internally Displaced

Persons) camps as welbeen scarce so special

as children in the

times, funding has

Christmas projects

Home of Love orphan- have been cut. Con-

age, the childhothers
in the Butterfly Club,
the children in the
Nursery and Primary
School, those in the
HIV/AIDS groups,

sider contributing to a
fun Christmas project
with your family! $3.5
covers a Christmas
celebration for one
person!

Please Pray for:

# Our churchin New Hampshire
as we seek to transition leader-
ship and seek the glory of God.

+ Our prayer and financial
supportto come in quickly.

# J 0s h 6 s ashhe finisheseug
Seminary & wisdom in his
leadership in the home and in
the church.

« Graci eddrenptieandt h
ability tocommunicate.

+ Bothgirls to love Jesuswith
all their hearts.

+ Abby to hunger and thirst
more for Christevery day.

+ Safety, health, and spiritual
protectionfor Christians in
Ugandaand worldwide.

# Josh and the family as Josh
takesa trip to Uganda in
Februaryto pave the way for
our move.

We again have the privilege
of putting together our
church Christmas Eve ser-
vice. It describes four key
aspects of the Gospel:

Jesus is God
Jesus is Man

Jesus is the Lamb

Jesus is the King

ma



"For to us a child
IS born, to us a
son is given, and
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the government One Continuous Song

will be on his
shoulders. And he

will be called
Wonderful Coun-

selor, Mighty
God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of

Peace."

/saiah 9: 6

We have set a goal
departure for Uganda

of September 2010

Help us get all of our
financial and prayer

support by then!

We need committed

prayer partners,

$2,600 per month for

personal expenses,
$2,800 per month for
ministry expenses, and

$33,000 in start up

expenses.

(See page 3)

This year, Gracie got a Vagal
Nerve Stimulator implanted to
decrease her seizures (with great
success!) and went through
botox/phenol treatments and
subsequent casting to relax her
spastic muscles. Now we'’re
working on getting her a new
wheelchair that will be most
appropriate for independence
AND rough terrain. She’s a busy
girl as we prepare for a move to
Uganda!

Her physical strength has in-
creased and she is much faster at
responding, even demonstrating
recently that she knows her
alphabet! Her difficulties with
communication still keep her
locked away from us in so many

Educational Update

ways, so we are praying for a
breakthrough with her communi-
cation. She will have just turned
6 when you receive this letter.
We celebrated 3 years as a fam-
ily this year!

Ana continues to amaze us. She
will have just turned 2 when you
get this letter. She’s very verbal,
very active, and very musical.
Her attention is consumed by
music and she is one continuous
sentence or song from the mo-
ment BEFORE she wakes up! She
lacks shyness and has many
friends in the grocery store,
church, pharmacy, and every-
where else in the community!
She helps her big sister and de-
lightsher extended family with
her antics!

We're excited to see how God’s
uses these two amazing girls to
His Glory, especially on the mis-
sion field!

God took us through a journey
as He revealed His will to us to
pursue Uganda as our mission
field. This journey was partly
prompted by Gracie’s poor
health. Now, as we have trusted
in God step by step, we find
Gracie’s health dramatically im-
proved this year and a mission
field that has truly always been
on our hearts is now less intimi-
dating as our daughter’s health
conditions are no longer con-
stantly life-threatening. Praise
God for His timing and direction!

Ministry Update Find us...

Josh(BS) will finish his Masters of Congo through the Pastoral Lead-Personal Blog:

Divinity by the end of Spring se-

mester 2010.

Abby (BS, MD) will finish her
Masters of Public Health by the
end of Spring 2010.

Gracieis in Kindergarten this
year.

Anaenjoys learning with Gracie.

Joshwill be teaching pastors in
Uganda, southern Sudan, and

ership Development program and
is helping to redesign the curricu-

lum now.

Abby will be coordinating care for

Www.mcrattin.blogspot.com
Email:

Josh.abby.rattin@actionintl.org

children with special needs in the
orphanage, IDP camps, and sur-
rounding community.

ACTION Website:

Www.actioninternational.org/rattin

We have been SO encour.

by your support! Thank yo

to our new partners in minig-
try! We are blessed to serye

with you. Thank you also fpr
giving so generously for t
Uganda Christmas projecy!

Ana (left) likes to play
like Debra (far left), a
sweet child in the
Home of Love in
Gulu. Little mamas

with their babies on

their back!

Morris (right; Home
of Love child) made
this car an
proud of it!

ed
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Finances

We are actively raising financial support now. We need 80% of our support before we can buy our tickets
to go to Uganda. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to partner with us financially. Here are
our specific needs:

+ $33,000 for outgoing costs: $4,000 for 6 months rent deposit, $6,000 for airfare, $700 for visas, $3,500 for

household set-up, $350 for a generator, $10,000 for a reliable vehicle and a motorbike, $5,000 for our contin-
gency fund, and the rest to cover other travel needs and start-up supplies.

+ $2,600 monthly for our personal needs: $500 for rent, $400 for food, $50 for personal phone, $200 for ne-
cessities, $100 for emergency needs for Gracie, and the remainder for miscellaneous needs, tithing, and taxes.

+« $2,800 monthly for ministry expenses which include medical licensure, language school, books and materials,
furlough fund, medical insurance, ministry related travel (Josh to remote regions to teach pastors), etc.
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Uganda- LRA returned abduct
and children with HIV/AIDS §
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Yes, | would like to assist with the fom SUDAN 0 ——mmme 100 km
lowing as the Lord provides < . Qom0 60 miles
\ 5 e Nimule ~®Karbong
$ per month for Josh and Abby Rattin’s é-‘ !
personal support. (430418 until Arude §€ ol © Acholibur o Kotido
June 2010 then 43041A) X ° A)
CONGO Murchison e Ogur © Moroto
$ as a one-time gift for Josh and Abby (ZATRE) Falls
Rattin’s one time and outgoing ex- " hlpl :
penses. (43041B) UI;OAIM o A}JZ‘J’ e KENYA
x>
$  Total enclosed i Mbale e
Ruwenzorl : I Tororoe
 okibaleForest NP R e
Name: o Kasese ‘ '
, Lot eKatung
Address' f.d'u uhl nm m‘ m‘
°
®Bwindi NP YR TEY
" : ane ictoria
sKabale ; \ zania
Telephone:
Email: We could really use your help in a few ways, as God leads you:

Thank you very much for your partnership!

All gifts are used as designated and receipted for tax
purposes. Please make your gift payable and send to
Action International Ministries, PO Box 398, Mount-
lake Terrace, WA 98043-0398 USA; 3015A 21st
Street NE, Calgary, Alberta T2E 7T1 Canada. (IR19)

"An angel of the Lord appeared to them,
the glory of the Lord shone around them
and they were terrified. But the angel saig

to them, "Do not be afraid. | bring you godg

news of great joy that will be for all the pe
ple. Today in the town of David a Saviou

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lo
This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger."

Luke 2:912

ACTION Web sitewww.actioninternational.org
3015A 21 Street NE, Calgary, Alberta T2E 7T1 Tel 403-204-1421

Introduce us to your church, pastor, mission team, or a small
group: This is one of the most beneficial things you could do

for us. We have two purposes for seeking to share.

(1) We desire to share our heart for ministry in Gulu, Uganda
to seek those who would be partners in the ministry by
financially supporting us.

(2) We want to be an encouragement to other believers,
including those who cannot help in this way or do not feel
that God would have them do so. Please, do not feel that our
time is wasted if you, your church, or small group will not be
able to provide financial support. Our heart is to encourage

/| KNAAGQa OKdzNDK gAlK

Beain NOW to support us financially or pledge to da do order
to buy our plane tickets to Uganda, we need monthly support
andone-time funds for setting up our lives and ministry in
Uganda. (see page 3)

. ACTION USA, PO Box 398, Mountlake Terrace, WA 980430398 Tel 425 -775-4800; ACTION Canada
; ACTION New Zealand PO Box 8928, Christchurch 8440 Tel 011 -643-341-0933; AC-

TION United Kingdom PO Box 144, Wallasey, Wirral CH44 5QWE Tel 011 -151-630-2451 Registered Charity 1058661.
Send Contributions to: Rattin, Account # 43041; Action International Ministries, PO Box 398, Mountlake Terrace, WA

98043 -0398. Or online: www.actioninternational.org/index.php?page=missionaries&item=1480

All gifts are used as designated and receipted for tax purposes.
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http://www.actioninternational.org
http://www.actioninternational.org/index.php?page=missionaries&item=1480

