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Action International Ministries 

An evangelical non-denominational 

mission agency committed to sending 

multi-national missionaries who treas-

ure Jesus Christ and minister His Gospel 

in word and deed, primarily to the poor 

through evangelism, discipleship, and 

development.  The mission currently 

has over 250 missionaries in over 24 

countries.  Our goal is to know God and 

take action! (Daniel 11:32) To learn 

more about ACTION, view our website, 

and donate online go to 

www.actionintl.org/index.php?

page=missionaries&item=1480  

To The Nations 

 We are also blessed by To The Nations 
(TTN), which encourages doctors to 

devote their lives to missionary service 
by providing interest-free loans to 

medical missionary candidates for the 
purpose of removing the financial road 
blocks created by medical school debt.  
Loans will be converted to grants as the 
doctor serves on the foreign field.  My 

medical school loans currently total 
$110,000 after 1.5 year of payments 

from TTN.  Consider giving to TTN now 
to decrease our loan burden. (TTN is 

funded by donations) 
Www.tothenations.net  

The Rattin Family 
LIFE IN ACTION 

We anxiously waited.  I brushed my hair, Josh visited the restroom.  

They were running late… Josh stepped out to help a dear lady carry 

her things to her car and moments after he stepped with my security, 

we were called in.  I walked in alone, mentally urging Josh to come 

back quickly, and took a deep breath.  I was a doctor, this shouldn’t 

intimidate me! I had stared death in the face, I had given orders to 

people much my senior, I had ushered new life into the world… But 

the dozen men who rose to greet me left me speechless.   

  

We had been preparing for this day for years: our interview with the 

board of directors of Action International Ministries!   

  

The interview was only one event in the intense week of “Candidate 

School” in Seattle in September, where we received practical, spiri-

tual, and emotional instructions for the mission field and pre-field 

period. 

 

Surprised by God’s calling, as we had always felt a draw to Africa, it 

has become increasingly clear that the ACTION sites in Africa were 

much too remote to be safe for Gracie’s uncertain health at this time.  

Instead, a hospital on the Northern Coast of Honduras may be the 

field for which God is calling us to prepare.  This remote area of Hon-

duras has a relatively well equipped hospital with other doctors, pro-

viding the support that we feel necessary for Gracie’s care in our first 

term on the mission field.  The Cornerstone Foundation has specific 

needs for a pastor teacher as well as physicians, making them a good 

fit for our skills. 

 

Action International Ministries, PO Box 398, Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043-0398 



 

 

Josh has continued his work full time at Faith Bap-
tist Church in Hollis, NH as the assistant.  We have 
seen much change at church as Josh’s parents felt 
God’s call to another church and we helped them on 
their way to a church in southern NH.  Our church 
has grown tremendously as we put into practice 
what our pastor had been teaching and training us 
for years.  WE are the church! WE are the body of 
Christ in our community! Josh has also continued to 
enjoy his seminary courses and the end is in sight! 

Abby finished her Family Medicine residency, much 
to everyone’s joy! She now works 20 hours a week 
in order to maintain her skills and allow Josh to con-
tinue working at the church without pay.  In the 
meantime, she is plodding away slowly on her Mas-
ters of Public Health and loving her time with the 
kids in the home! She has developed a passion for 
children with special needs. 

Girlies on the move! 

August 2008 

WHERE do you think you’re going?! 

Rural Northern Honduras 

Hospital Loma de la Luz, Balfate 

(east of La Ceiba) 

Cornerstone Foundation 
www.crstone.org 

We hope to do a pre-trip to Hondu-
ras in February and will have more to 

report at that time.  We are still 
awaiting final approval on this field 

placement. 

We need funds to get to Honduras—
consider making donations starting 

now! 

To God be the Glory! 

“Go, Send, or Disobey.” - John Piper 

Family Update 

Our biggest news is our acceptance as appointees with Action Inter-
national Ministries! We now get to begin the fund-raising, support-
raising part of our lives which means that we hope to visit many of 
you personally! 

Gracie turned 5 and continues to amaze us.  She is stronger, more 
stable, and a joyful BIG girl full of laughter and games! She has strug-
gled greatly with seizures.  But God gifted us with access to Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Boston! She is finally starting to perk up after a 
month of severe side effects to her new seizure medicine  (now on 3 
meds) and her seizures, although still weekly, stop on their own! We 
praise God for this advance! She also has learned a few signs to com-
municate more effectively and is working hard to learn her commu-
nication computer.  She continues in her amazing preschool class-
room where she gets speech, occupational, and physical therapy. She 
also squeezes in time to be a student and friend! She also does occu-
pational therapy weekly on a horse and loves it! Her new OT has her 
in stitches with fun games on the back of the horse.  We are so 
blessed with a cheerful, loving daughter who is full of personality and 
touches to many around her.  We pray that God’s joy continues to be 
so evident in her! 

Ana turned one and is way ahead of the curve.  After waiting two ex-
tra weeks to emerge from the womb, she has been vigorously explor-
ing her world ever since! She is running around, looking for mischief, 
repeating everything that is said, correctly using a dozen words on 
her own, loving on her sister, and starting to be a helper around the 
house and with Gracie.  She was quite a sight to behold at 7-8 months 
when she could not walk on her own but she loved to push Gracie in 
her wheelchair and gait trainer.  This tiny baby figured out that they 
could both get somewhere in life if they worked together! She is a 
music baby and loves to sing and play with instruments. 
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