
ACTION INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES                                                                                     
KNOWING GOD, TAKING ACTION  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exodus 33:11 ñ The Lord would speak to Moses face-to-face, as a man speaks with his friend.ò   
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As Seen Through the Eyes of  

      Joanie and Will Feuerstein  
 

FACE 2 FACE  Ministry in Manila  

OCTOBER 2009 

ANOTHER ISLAND,  

A NEW FIELD TO SOW? 
 

 In July, we took a sabbati-
cal from the womenôs jail ministry. 
We prayed for God to show us 
what to do since thereôs no leader 
for the discipleship group. He didnôt 
waste any time! In 2 weeks I found 
myself on a plane to the southern 
island of Mindanao, at the personal 
invitation of Maôm Fanny Gardu-
que, the CIW social worker. I 
learned that CIW in Manila was 
saturated with 85 religious groups 
for the 1600 inmates. Some said 
so many religious groups fuel deri-
sion and territorialism among in-
mates. Compare this with the 
menôs maximum security which 
houses 13000 inmates and maybe 
has 35 religious groups. I accom-
panied Fanny to the new womenôs 
penal colony in Davao City and 
shadowed her to the social welfare 
office, barangay, and squatters 
community. Not only did she fulfill 
the court order to evaluate a young 
inmate, she succeeded in locating 
her family and reuniting them after 
nearly 8 years. PHOTOS on PAGE 2.   

 The Bureau of Corrections 
and in particular, Prison Superin-
tendent Ven J. Tesoro, accommo-
dated us with a hotel room, BuCor 
vehicle and driver. He is well aware 
of the dark hole created by the lack 
of personal visitors and local volun-
teers. He recognizes the need for 
holistic interaction with these ladies 
from spiritual to physical and emo-
tional. He and Fanny encouraged 
FACE 2 FACE to become involved.  
Itôs virgin ground for development 
and the Gospel seed.   

More details on our website 
www.action international.org/
Feuerstein. God captured my 
heart for these women and I knew 
He was prompting me to keep go-
ing. The next step was to show Will 
and in September we visited again, 
and Supt. Tesoro continued to sup-
port our involvement.  
 We had ñ0ò contacts ini-
tially, but on this 2nd trip shared 
the vision to several random peo-
ple who showed interest. Step by 
step, He leads us. Weôve commit-
ted to give the ladies a Christmas 
party, Dec.5. If God enables us to 
establish a womenôs network there, 
we will expand FACE 2 FACE to 
CIW Mindanao. We now call the 
team óM 3-10ô from Malachi 3:10. 
The 1997 CREAM TEAM of the 
City Mission, is our ministry model 
and Iôm asking those women to 
contact me and pray specifically for 
M 3-10.  
 Fanny lovingly joked that I 
was óthe older versionô of Fanny, 
but I told her, that term didnôt work 
for me.KBetter we say that Fanny 
is the óFilipino Joanie,ô and Iôm the 
óAmerican Maôm Fanny.ô The Fili-
pino people love to laugh and even 
when life is so hard or sad, they 
find a smile to share. Thus, another 
reason why we love this country.  
 

WE LOVE TO TELL THE STORY  
 

Nov. 25, 2004ð a 5 yr. anniver-
sary to celebrate and a time to re-
member Godôs care. After ultra-
sounds and tests at St. Lukeôs 
Hospital (one of the best in Asia 
and better equipped than 95% of 
U.S. hospitals) ovarian cancer was 

diagnosed. I had surgery on this 
date, son Johnnyôs birthday. Many 
of you prayed and know the story. 
The oncologist held up my 
óharvested partsô and declared to 
Will in the hallway, ñthis doesnôt 
look like cancer!ò Pathology tests 
done twice, confirmed that God 
chose to heal in this particular 
case. In Ohio, five-year-old grand-
daughter Amy had brain surgery 
the same week. We were seeking 
a new mission sending agency and 
there was talk of canceling my in-
surance. Life was hard, but God 
was working His plan and walked 
the dark and scary path with us. 
Our dependence on God increased 
and our faith grew. Put your hope 
in Jesus, and keep going, no mat-
ter what is happening around you.  
 

JOURNEY OF MARYõS Y 
 

We have J's and Mary and Steve 
Bucy haveYôs. Former SEND 

missionaries, these friends helped 
us adjust in 2001 and again 

comforted and advised us in 2005 
during our changeover to ACTION. 

Just published, Mary shares 
intimately and honestly in her book 

about her personal life journey, 
missionary life in the Philippines, 
the fire that roared through their 
Manila apartment, and Godôs grace 
sustaining her. Weôre honored that 

Mary included a story about our 
relationshp and the origins of our 
142:7 prayer circle. Pastor Steve 
now serves at The Chapel near 
Akron, Ohio and is undergoing 

treatment for cancer. Please pray 
for them and read her book, 
Maryôs Unveiled Heart.  



 

QUICK FACE 2 FACE GLANCES  
 

Aug. 12ðAmy, our youngest  granddaughter 
accepted Christ as her Savior at VBS!!!! 

__________________ 

Sept 27ðOutreach Concert with 180 Degrees 
Music Ministry at NBP Max. security, and inviting 
inmates from all our previous events and pro-
jects. Surprise Family Reunion too! 

___________________ 

Oct 1ðNEW ADDRESS!  We need to move 
again and found a safe apartment that is in such 
bad shape, that the owner is remodeling every-
thing!  It will be really special for us and unex-
pected blessing.    And the rent is less!  Please 
pray for our deposits to be returned from the 
current landlord, and that the phone lines will be 
installed without a long delay.    This is our 5th 
place since weôve been in The Philippines but 
God always makes a way for us...and always 
makes each place a good home.  

__________________ 

Oct 14ðDaughter Kris, outpatient surgery and 
biopsy.  

__________________ 

Oct 18ðFacilitate FACE 2 FACE Behind the 
Bars  Seminar at our GCF church during October 
missions month. 

__________________ 

Oct. 22-ðMeet with M 3-10 Team in Davao  

 

CIW Mindanao is situated on a 5000 hectare 
 banana plantation on this southern island.   

Some inmates work at the plantation.  
The óbanana heartô is cooked as a vegetable . 

 

 
 
The barangay official 
(kagawad) and local 
govôt social workers, 
helped us locate the 
inmateôs mother. 

Fanny told her that 
her daughter was in 
the nearby prison.   

A surprise reunion was 
planned and included 3 of her 

9 remaining siblings.  Two 
have already been killed.  

The anticipation grew as they 
signed in at the jail. 

It really 
brought 
tears to my 
eyes to 
hear this 
young 
woman yell 
ñMAMA 
MAMAÿ 
and run like 
a little lost 
child to em-
brace her 
mom. 

Donations designated 
to CHRISTMAS for  
PRISONERS in the 
PHILIPPINES would 
be much appreciated 
& receipted for tax 
purposes. See our re-
sponse form. J2J 

Washing Clothes  

þMAMA MAMAÿ 
FACE 2 FACE after many years apart   

CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION FOR WOMEN-MINDANAO  

Story on 
Page 1 

and more 
on our  

Website  

We wish 
you could 

see the 
sparkle sparkle sparkle in 
their eyes  


