
 

Greetings from the Philippines!  So sorry, weôve fallen short of updating our website and email 

communication. Yet, weôre thankful for the energy needed for life here, and serving the people 

of the Philippines. Weôre preparing to return to the US in April, and wanted to share Godôs work 

over the last months as well as ask your help for housing and cars on our return.   

 

CHRISTMAS DAY:   We spent Christmas Day with our MPE men and families in New Bilibid 

Prison, Maximum Security.  Friends from our church, Greenhills Christian Fellowship, Ken, and 

Boni and Erlie and their children, helped 

sponsor the lunch of KFC chicken, a very 

special treat for the inmates.  Werner, our 

German missionary friend from New 

Tribes Missions brought food and we pro-

vided homemade coleslaw, homemade 

Christmas cookies and banana bread, a 

favorite of our men. The extra special 

surprise was reuniting Pastor Jeremy, 

(inmate pastor MPE) with his sister Helen 

and husband Othello.  Youôve seen them 

in our newsletters and read about 

HEART and HOPE to help their little sick 

boy, Emman.  Emman and siblings Kim 

and Hennessey also came to prison and 

met their Uncle Jeremy for the first time!  

God arranged a beautiful day full of love and sweet fellowship together for all. 

Will and Joanie Feuerstein   Electronic -Update February 2010  

In November we began the Christmas parties at the Fa-
therôs House Orphanage, home to our favorite street 

children and our German friends, the missionaries from HELP Intôl.   The Elderberries from 
Missouri, at First Baptist of Oak Grove, sent 5 huge 
boxes of presents which were distributed at a grand 

party. It was so 
much fun for all 
of us.   The El-

derberry mission 
team met the 

kids,  
FACE 2 FACE in 
January. More 

about that in our 
hard copy news-

letter. 
 

FATHERS HOUSE ORPHANAGE:  

This was the FIRST Christmas gift this 

girl every received in her whole life! 



CIW MINDANAO Correctional Institution for Women : In January, we traveled to the south-

ern island of Mindanao and launched the FACE 2 FACE ministry at the womenôs penal colony.  

It was a post Christmas party and we thank ACTION for sharing Christmas funds with FACE 2 

FACE for this party.  The balance of the funds came from your donations to us and those des-

ignated Christmas for Prisoners plus local friends and church mates who donate to FACE 2 

FACE.  Thanks for giving and we were able to have a party for the entire prison population!   

This is a 2 year old penal colony for women, located 60 K from Davao City and near Panabo 

and Sto. Tomas.  There has not been the influence of Christ Jesus since its opening. Through 

Godôs intervention, the Bureau of Corrections has been inviting us to bring our ministry to this 

institution.  And gladly, we ran the race right to the bars and inside the rural setting of this na-

tional prison on this troubled southern Island. 

Approximately 240 people participated including 219 inmates, 1 child, 3 guards, 3 administra-

tive staff from Mindanao and Mandaluyong and 13 members of M 3 10 ,plus Will.  M 3 10 is the 

name of the womenôs team that God raised up to minister regularly in the prison.  I chose the 

name to reflect Malachi 3:10 and indeed, God opened the heavenly floodgates and poured out 

blessing this day with 172 women responding to the Gospel Message.  Both myself, Joanie 

and my God-appointed team leader, Angie, shared Godôs word and salvation message clearly 

through translationé.but all of us shared the living Gospel of Godôs love through our actions 

and acts of kindness and compassion.  We trust God with the responses, since we are always 

sensitive to people responding because of collective identity or based on emotion.  Numbers 

are not the focus to us, but rather itôs a heart issue. But we will leave the results to God and 

know the Gospel seed was planted and is being followed up and watered by the M 3-10 team. 

The theme was Courageous Women of 2010 and my message was 

about the character and life of the 5 women in the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ.  Certainly their lives which are characterized by incest, adul-

tery, murder, prostitution, and out of wedlock pregnancies, give hope 

to women facing the same sorrows and dealing with the same sins.  

God had a wonderful plan for the lives of these 5 women, and the 

same is true for CIW ladies nowéas well as for all of us too.   I fol-

lowed with personalizing the names in the prophecy of Jesus found in 

Isaiah 9:6 based on an idea I read in a lovely devotional by Darlene 

Sala.  (Devotions for Busy Women, Dec. 20) 

One of many highlights was giv-

ing a Bible to a Muslim woman in her mother tongue dia-

lect, a minor language, who eagerly began reading it and 

shared publicly how it will help her, since the prophets 

were in it.  Thanks to the  hard working Bible Translators 

here who make that possible! We were invited to their 

morning team/staff devotions to encourage and share sto-

ries about how their translations are impacting lives in 

prison.  

The groundwork was laid this day.  It is our heartôs desire to lay a solid Godly foundation in this 

institution that will support the building of Godôs Kingdom through FACE 2 FACE, long after we 

are dancing in Heaven.    Itôs also our desire to encourage other local evangelical churches in 

the area to become involved, thus our visitation to two churches during this trip. 



ELDERBERRIES GO TO JAIL:   At the end of January the Elderberry Team arrived for 
a 1 week mission blitz.  Pastor Randy led the 
team of 7.  We thank God for sending Bonnie, 
Gary, Duke, Marvin and Paul and Oreta Burn-
ham.  They were a great encouragement to us 
personally, ministering to us as well as to the 
prisoners, children at the orphanage and at the 
birthing clinic. It was a very significant event for 
us since they were able to view the depth of our 
FACE 2 FACE ministry from the inside and ex-
perience the heart of our work here.  The first 
day at prison was a worship service and lunch 
fellowship.  The second day was an outreach 

and the gospel was shared on the jail ótennis courtô where Pastor Randy had an exhibi-
tion match with inmates. The men responding on both days are being followed up by 
MPE.  The tennis game was NOT the main event!  Instead, as people came to watch, 
cheer, laugh and eat, they heard the Gospel after seeing the Gospel through the ac-
tions and attitudes of the Elderberries and MPE.  Below picture includes our MPE, the 
men we disciple in prison.  They are the real missionaries when the gates are locked 
and real life begins.   
IN THE PRESENCE OF MY ENEMIES??   : So 
much prayer preceded the team during the 7 
months of planning. We prayed every day for each 
individual team member.  We kept a low profile on 
the Burnhamôs visiting the prison.  Paul and Oreta 
served here for over 30 years and maintain ongoing 
work here in the tribal areas.  God had gone ahead 
and Mr. and Mrs. Burnham had a chance to person-
ally interact with men involved in the 2001 kidnap-
ping of Martin, their son and his wife Gracia Burn-
ham who were also dedicated missionaries in the Philippines for many years. Edsen, 
one of our terrific MPE pastors, translated during a private one on one and FACE 2 
FACE meeting time between the Burnhams and one of the terroristsénow a captive 
himself.  We established relationships with this terrorist group about 2 years ago and 
partner with Gracia in sharing Christ with these men through acts of kindness, sponsor-
ships, gifts, and friendship.  

You can read more about our partnership with Gracia Burnham in the updated last 
chapter of In the Presence of My Enemies, newly reprinted just recently. 

Superintendent Ven Tesoro wrote the following message:   
Dear Will and Joanie, greetings!  Thanks for making our female interns at CIW-Mindanao happy 

for the day.  It would definitely be a good starting date as they begin the challenging days of the year.  I 

would have joined your group but I received an urgent call from Main Camp.  A group of local govern-

ment officials were looking for me for consultation that's why I have to leave unceremoniously.  Anyway, 

I have noticed that your group is very organized and the prison community very animated that it would 

be incongruous for me to disturb the arrangement.  I might pull the rug from the under the feet of the 

gigantic Jollibee mascot!  I was also surprised to learn that you were very early at the site that in pro-

ceeding hurriedly to the place I forgot to furnish you a copy of my latest book---Handbook on Jail/Prison 

Operation, which you may want to browse and perhaps quote as reference in your jail/prison advo-

cacy.  Anyway, thank you so much for sharing and going out of your way just to reach us.  We value it 

so much and we feel accomplished and de-stressed after you left.  Of course, we feel further that you 

will be back sooner.  Regards and always take care of your health---while we take care of your historical 

significance over here.  Always, Ven 


