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Matthew 11:28 (New King James Version)

 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Dear Friends:

Greetings from Phnom Penh Cambodia!

School started on August 11th this year here at Logos. Thanks for your continued prayers concerning the new site for Logos school. The building will resume again after some amendments and few stipulations between the landlord and the Asian Hope administration. This is a continued prayer concern for God’s provision for the upcoming move next year.
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The summer has come and gone. Most of the girls had summer jobs and that was really helpful to get them going and not feel bored. Miss Pedrosa     (the other Filipina lady) who came here for the summer had been a great influence and help to all of us. She leads the devotions and prayer here at House of Faith. Praise God, we are all benefiting from that. 
The last time I sent my update, I asked prayer for my decision to either continue here with the girls or not. I made my decision to stay for another year after talking with Tom Matuschka, the Asian Hope CEO. I am more stable now. I was unsure for a while, but I was reminded of my commitment and to witness four of the girls graduating from High School this year. I need to visit the Philippines again though, and that will be in December. Thankfully, Miss Pedrosa is here to take my place while I will be gone. 

I covet your continued prayers on my behalf and the girls. We are hoping that Lydia will leave for India soon. School starts there in September 1st, but she was given a grace period for another two weeks as there is one document needed before she can finally leave. This has been a trying time for Lydia’s patience in waiting. It is also a challenge for Kathleen Anna and I to make sure that we are able to point her to always be trusting God’s sovereign will in all these. Thank God for how He is using a web of people in assisting her to ensure that she can be on her way to India soon. She is struggling and her action is affecting some of the girls too. I know how hard this is for her, but we are not hopeless. God has a plan and purpose in keeping Lydia longer than we expected her to be here. Meanwhile, two of the young men at House of Hope already started another milestone in their lives at the Mission College in Thailand. They are on their own now for yet another journey in their respective lives.  God’s working is really awesome. He allowed them to be together in the same school. 
Journey, journey, journey….

We take our different journeys in this world. Yes, the last four-five months, I found and considered myself a distressed traveler. This is a term often used by the travel industry, but it is also a metaphor for life in our continued journey in this world towards our heavenly home. I found the road had gotten rough, narrow and tough to go through. The cares and burdens of the journey robbed me off of my hope and joy. I became distressed and desperate and was in need of encouragement and refreshment. There was a struggle about the unknown future. In that time of struggle, I failed to draw my strength from God who continually gives it anyway, and instead, I drew strength from myself (work of the flesh) rather than yielding to the leading of the Holy Spirit. I was prideful not going to God for help, result: spiritual debility.
Thank God He is always faithful! Not that I don’t anticipate the consequence of the wrong choices I made, but that even as I expect this, I can say that by the grace of God I was enabled to handle matters better. His word also promised that… “He will never leave me nor forsake me, and He said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” ” It is now history, but I would like to share with you how God had faithfully drawn me back to Himself, upholding me with His righteous right hand and ushering me back as a Shepherd to Himself. During the summer school break, I planned to go for my annual medical check-up in Thailand, but plans changed. I decided to join the week-long Bible camp to where the girls attended.  I was blessed, refreshed, and challenged spiritually. I wouldn’t trade that experience for anything. I am really thankful that I got to go. What was really encouraging too was how God has shown in a tangible way how much He cared for me. I was walking one morning down the beach and decided to stop by a tree and prayed to God. The next time I lifted my eyes to the heavens, I saw right in front of me arched right before my eyes: the beautiful rainbow. It was really awesome! I was humbled at how God let me experience His presence through His magnificent creation. My thoughts went back to when the first rainbow appeared. God used it for Noah, He also used it for me. Aside from listening to the powerful preaching of God’s word, the rainbow culminated the memorable experience at the camp. 

The theme was lifted from Jonathan Edward’s RESOLVED. God’s word was made alive during those 5 days. Not only did I benefit and had been blessed at the camp, but the young peoples’ fervor for God was rekindled. It was wonderful to witness the effect of God’s spoken word impacting their lives. Pray, it will be sustained indeed, that the Word of God will not return to Him void, but will accomplish its purpose. Praise and Glory to the Almighty God!
Thanks for you my dear brothers, sisters, and friends in Christ. Your faithful and powerful prayers sustained me and helped me pass through the dark valley of my continued journey.  I thank God for using me continually here despite my inadequacy. By His sovereign grace He enables me so that I can continue to do the work that He has called me here. What a great privilege to be a part of His kingdom building! I am truly humbled, that he allowed me to be involved and be a part of the work here in Cambodia. 
Thanksgiving:

· For God’s patience, mercy and faithfulness in dealing with me

· Anna who came here during the summer 

· Lydia’s imminent departure to India

· The blessing of friendship

· For the privilege of serving God in Cambodia and the freedom to worship here
· God’s sustenance:  spiritually, physically, emotionally and mentally

· My sister-in-law’s spiritual growth (new believer) and the job God allowed her to have

Thanks for your faithful and prayerful support. It is humbling knowing that you are upholding me in your prayers. It sustains and enables me on this side of the world.
Privileged to serve God with you,

Beth

