Dear Friends,

   Maligayang Pasko!  That is Merry Christmas in Tagalog.  We are writing this in late October, but it will reach you possibly in the month of December, so we send warm greetings to you for the holiday season.  May you have joy and peace this holiday knowing that you are deeply loved by God & that He is the sovereign editor of your life.
   Julie’s trip to MN in August/Sept. was a great blessing.  She enjoyed visiting with many of you, and enjoyed fellowship with her mom & the girls.  The girls are doing well in school – both studying a great deal, and doing well in their studies.  They find great comfort in being together at school, and it is God’s blessing to us that they are.  

   Since Phil transitioned out of the ACTION office this last spring, God has been revealing His ministry for Phil here.  It has been so exciting and really amazing to watch how God has ordained the steps He has for Phil.  Where to begin!  Over the last few years Phil has met various pastors during his times of relief work or during region-wide meetings.  Phil has now begun to network with these pastors to come alongside them, as well as, work to create new outreach opportunities, and discipleship programs.  As I write, it is Saturday morning and Phil has about 15 local pastors in our living room discussing their last sports outreach event, and looking forward and planning their next outreach opportunity.  He meets with these local pastors at least once a month, sometimes more, and meets with individual pastors weekly.  He has also been preaching in their churches on Sunday.  It has been incredible to watch how encouraged these pastors are by someone taking an interest in their churches and ministry.  Phil has called these pastors ‘heroes of the faith’ because they minister with grace, love and devotion without receiving any financial reward for themselves.  They are motivated to preach and serve solely because of the saving grace of God and wanting the world to know.  What an example for us!
   Phil also works with the Bible League who distributes a radio-like device that has the Tagalog New Testament on it.  It is a dramatically read rendition of the New Testament that works without electric current.  It can be used by solar or hand crank, and electric current if that is available.  These ‘Proclaimers’, which is the term used for them, can be used in remote areas for outreach and discipleship.  He has delivered sixteen Proclaimers and taught the pastors how to use them.  Many of these local pastors are also reaching out to people in the provincial areas and this is a great tool for them because electrical current is not available in these areas.  Phil just traveled to Bicol last week, which is on the southern part of Luzon (PI), and left seven Proclaimers in that area.  This area is called ‘Typhoon Alley’ and is still suffering from a major typhoon which hit last year.  They lost 2000 souls in one community alone during that typhoon.  They are incredibly strong people in spirit and live with virtually nothing.  He has joined a local pastor in that area, Pastor Noel to distribute the ‘Proclaimers’ and minister to these dear people.  Phil visited a local provincial prison while he was there and was able to leave a ‘Proclaimer’ for the 30 Christians that reside within the prison.  Out of 110 inmates, 30 are now believers and are able to hear the Word of God daily in their native tongue.  The warden, who may or may not be a Christian, allowed them entry and will allow the inmates to listen to the ‘Proclaimer’.  That is an incredible act of God!   
   Phil is working with Jim Wenzel, Dave Eastes and John Beatty from the states who have founded the ministry, “American Helper”.  This ministry works to meet the physical and spiritual needs of the impoverished.  Phil & Jim went to the Bicol region last month, and helped to begin the building of a home for a woman Jim had meet on an earlier trip.  While they were gathering supplies, they realized they would need a “guard” to watch the supplies during the day and night until the home was complete.  They hired a local man to do this.  During this visit, Phil felt a great burden to connect the local pastor, Pastor Noel, with these people, so that when Phil & Jim had returned home, Pastor Noel could continue to minister to them.  Since that time and Phil’s return to Bicol last week, he was thrilled to find out the “guard”, his wife and three female relatives have become Christians.  Phil visited with them, and was able to leave a ‘Proclaimer’ with these new believers.  Praise the Lord!
   Phil continues to work with Pastor Buddy, and the ‘Children’s Garden’.  He works with the boys that reside there, as well as, serves on the executive board with other leaders to provide vision and decision-making for this ministry.  

   Phil leaves Tuesday to return to the states for over a month of support development, and visiting family and friends.  Please pray with us for these ministries which are on-going in his absence.  Phil is bringing back over 300 pictures to show you what God is doing here, and there are so many stories in each picture.  Phil says he could talk about each picture for hours, and we have shared just a few in this letter.  There are over 2 million people in Antipolo and the surrounding Rizal cities alone, which is where we live, so Phil is hopeful for more missionaries to come and serve.  
   Thank you for your love & faithfulness, we could not do this without you and your prayers.  Thank you to those who have shared your prayer requests with us – we are privileged to join you in prayer.  Phil & I swim almost everyday, and we pray for you during this time in general and by name if we have specific prayer requests.  

  We are trying to stay current with our e-mail addresses, so if you would please send us your current e-mail address, we would really appreciate it.  Ours is phil.dehart@actionintl.org  Our Vonage number is 952-985-8477, we are 14 hours ahead in time, so keep that in mind.  
   Blessings to you all & Merry Christmas!

   Phil & Julie and family

Nehemiah 1:4 ……..So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
Acts 9:6  ………So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."
Acts 9:19  ……….So when he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus. 20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.
James 1:27 ……….Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.    

