Dear Friends,

  Greetings from the Philippines!! We pray you are walking strong in the Lord!  

  We have had many visitors since we last wrote, which is always a blessing.  Over Thanksgiving, Katie’s boyfriend, Jon, was here with us.  He is also an MK, and Faith graduate, and soon-to-be Air Force Academy graduate, so he was able to accomplish a lot during his visit; see old friends, fellowship with us, and do a little recruiting for the Academy.  Then, Katie was here for Christmas.  It was a short, two-week visit, which went by way too quickly, but it was a wonderful time of reunion.  She returned to complete her Nurses Asst. Program over her January term.  We just found out that Katie was accepted into the nursing program at Bethel!! We are thrilled for her, and so proud of her!  Shortly after Katie left, two of our dorm sons from Korea visited for a week.  We had not seen them for almost four years, so there was a lot of catch-up to do.  It is always amazing to us to see how God holds relationships together, so that when reunited again it’s as if you hadn’t been apart.  

  Our family is busy as I’m sure is yours.  Phil, Anna & Maggie went to Korea in late February where they finished up their basketball season by participating in the Far East Tournament.  It is a highlight for the team every year.  This year was extra special, because they came back the Champions!  Their championship game was tied up with 2.5 seconds on the clock, and Faith sank a basket for the win and championship.  It was quite exciting! Anna also came home with a trophy for coming in first place in the free throw shooting competition.  It was a nice way for her to finish her high school basketball career. 
  Anna was accepted at Bethel for next fall, and she is really excited.  Her plan is to study nursing as well.  We are thrilled as she and Katie will have each other.  They are great friends, and it will be a comfort to us and to them.  I (Julie) will bring Anna back mid to late August for school, and hope to stay for about a month.  The kids will have started school here in early August.  I will stay with my mom, and I am looking forward to the fellowship.  Anna is realizing how quickly this year has gone, and is dreading the end of her senior year.  She has had a great return to Faith and the Philippines. 
  The rest of the gang are all doing well – moving ahead, learning lessons from the Lord, getting their character refined – all those great things which will shape and mold them. Maggie was accepted into the National Honor Society (NHS) this spring.  They have a very nice banquet for new inductees and their parents.  It was extra special because Anna, being a current NHS member, was able to introduce her sister at the banquet. 
   Phil & I continue to learn from the Lord and are refined as well, as we seek to use our gifts and talents to better serve the Filipino people God has brought us to.  Please pray with us that we will be ever-mindful of God’s guiding Hand.  We just returned from our annual missions conference which is always a blessing to relax and fellowship with our ACTION family.
  God is so good!  Our church in Minnesota is planning a missions trip to the Philippines in June to work with us in ministry.  We were so excited and encouraged when they approached us about the possibility.  Please pray with us that God would speak to this group of willing servants, and they would hear His Voice as it relates to missions and their part in missions.  As well, please pray that all the details of this trip would fall into place.  Thank you so much for praying for us.  It is an incredible blessing and encouragement to us.  
  Recently while scouting out books for Daniel to read for an English requirement, I happened on a real gem.  It was a “Heroes of the Faith” version of Billy Graham’s biography by Sam Wellman.  It was encouraging to read about the “realness” of this great evangelist, and of some of the faith struggles he deals with even as a spiritual leader.  Pastor Graham shared a Bible reading plan that he incorporated into his life, and I wanted to share it with you.  We have started it, and it has been a great blessing.  He recommended reading five chapters in Psalms a day, and one chapter in Proverbs a day, which by the end of one month, you will have completed both books.  Then, start is all over again, so those two books become very familiar to you.  He felt that Psalms taught him how to talk with God, while Proverbs taught him how to treat his fellow man.  I have found that Psalms also reminds me of God’s great provision for His loved ones, while Proverbs are great lessons in everyday living.  As well, he recommended setting a plan to systematically read through the Bible. So, we would encourage you to take this lesson from the great evangelist, Billy Graham, and to let God teach you great things from His Word.  
    “May the Lord bless you & keep you; May the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”      Numbers 6: 24-26
Blessings,

Phil & Julie

Our e-mail address is: phil.dehart@actionintl.org
Our Vonage number is:  952-985-8477 we are 13 hours ahead of you (Midwestern time)

Our mailing address is:  For envelope size – Action International Ministries

                                                                       Greenhills P.O. Box 110
                                                                       1502 Metro Manila, Philippines

                                       For box size: Faith Academy

                                                             Penny Lane, Valley Golf Subdivision

                                                             Don Celso Tuazon Avenue

                                                             Cainta, Rizal   1900

                                                             Philippines   

 *The only reliable way to send boxes is via FedEx. Please don’t send checks via postal  mail – it is highly unreliable and could get stolen.  Thank you.

