Dear Friends,

  Hello! Since we wrote last, much has happened!  This letter is long, and we apologize for that, but we ask that you might share a few moments with us as you read it.  Thank you.  Our phone lines have been down often over the last four months which makes communication virtually impossible – no internet connection or Vonage long distance calling.  As a matter of fact, as I write this, our phone lines are down again.  People steal the phone lines to sell the copper from them.  Easy money for them, frustration and inability to communicate for us!  In spite of that, we hope this finds you well and enjoying your summer.  

  Our Anna graduated from high school May 26th.  The month of May was a full & wonderful time of celebrating her graduation, as well as, Daniel’s from the 8th grade.  Emily finished elementary too, and has graduated to middle school.  I am always reminded at our graduation ceremonies that every nation, tongue and tribe will bow down and confess that Jesus is Lord.  Faith Academy is the school to missionary children from over 22 countries, and when we gather at graduation, the visual display of many tongues & nations being represented is very moving.  Anna is excited about school at Bethel in the fall, and has been in contact with her roommate already.  I will be in Minnesota in August and part of September to get her situated in school.  I hope to see many of you during that time.
  Katie left mid-July after having spent about six weeks with us. That time was such a blessing!  God is good to give us that time together.  She had to return because she was the maid of honor in a friend’s wedding.  She is looking forward to starting her nursing program in the fall, and having Anna at school too.  As difficult as it is to be away from them, we are so thrilled they will have each other at school.  It is the beginning of a new dynamic in their relationship, and it will fill a great need each has for immediate family.
  One of the highlights of our summer was hosting & ministering with a team from Berean Baptist from Minnesota.  We saw God’s hand from beginning to end, and it continues.  God had prepared their hearts, opened their eyes to see and ears to hear all He had in store for them.  The first evening of the trip the team leader asked each of us to set aside our expectations for the trip and be open to what God wanted to do, rather than to seek our own agenda.  These are words to live by in all of life.  We had the opportunity to show them several ministries, but we worked with one specifically -- the ministry of Children’s Garden.  This ministry takes boys off the streets, and gives them shelter, three meals a day, an education and they are presented the truths of Christ and trained in righteousness.  The streets are filled with at risk youth, so Pastor Buddy selects these boys through his feeding program, and their willingness to change.  Pastor Buddy is working with his first set of twelve boys who will go through a ten month program.  Our team was able to come alongside Pastor Buddy and minister to these boys, as well as, participate in his feeding program.  We also went to several “squatter” communities and gathered for a Gospel presentation, personal testimony, songs, face painting and balloon making.   We were able to conduct a school’s chapel service, and share in their classrooms, as well as Pastor Buddy’s Sunday worship service.  As well, participate in two separate feedings – one for young children and their mothers, and another for at risk street boys.  Another day, the guys dug ditches and painted a new community center while the girls visited two medical clinics in our neighborhood.  It was a full and wonderful week!

  As Phil transitions out of his role at the office, he will be working more with Pastor Buddy and the Children’s Garden.  We will be a part of Pastor Buddy’s church community and Phil will continue working with the boys from Children’s Garden, and joining in the feeding/selection process for future groups of boys.  As well, develop deeper relationships with the boys and their families to minister to their needs.  Pastor Buddy, and his brother Pastor Mike, want Phil to share from the pulpit, and with the church family at their respective churches.  Phil continues his language lessons two days a week.  Learning a language is difficult, but he is moving forward with great determination.  He is reading Tagalog readers, and listening to & singing Tagalog worship songs to better understand how to put it all together.  Phil is also building a network of pastors and ministries that can work together, share resources, and eventually help to facilitate short term trips and ministry exposure.  
  We both have a strong desire to enhance our Bible training by completing a Bible program from Moody Bible Institute.  Our hope is to begin this program within this next year as time & finances allow.  These will all be transferable credits, and Phil can use them to finish his degree at Seattle Pacific.   We are excited about this intensive study and know that God will use it to enhance His ministry here.  
  Our desire is to also begin a feeding program to young children & their mothers much like the one we observed while our team was here.  One of the greatest physical needs of the Filipino is hunger, and the needs are great.  Literally everywhere you look, you can find a hungry, homeless child or family.  We have asked ourselves this question just this last week, “How do you pick who you help?” “Can we help them all?”.  Our hearts want to help them all, but we have to believe that God will bring us to those that need our help most & whose hearts are ready to receive His message.  When we consider the difference between one being selected for a feeding program or not, it is daunting and humbling.  We must move forward with God’s wisdom & discernment.  We will be talking with a Dr. in the area and leaders of other feeding programs for advice and the “how to’s”.  Our hope is to begin this with an ACTION nurse, so we can help the mothers learn good hygiene and how to care for their children and families.  We have been amazed to discover that simple things we were taught by our parents and in school about hygiene are not things everyone knows.  We would also use this time with the mothers to share the Gospel and teach some parenting skills. 
  So many exciting things!  What a blessing it is for us to serve!  We say this with utter sincerity – we are partners in this ministry!  You are key to God’s work happening in the lives of these Filipinos, so we thank you from us and on their behalf.  May God richly bless you.

  For us, it is difficult to share our financial needs with you because they can seem so overwhelming at times, and it is incredibly humbling.  But, we have some very specific financial needs that we would ask you to pray about & respond if God moves you.  We truly believe that God calls people to give, and we are confident He will nudge those that He wants to nudge, so we hope that takes the pressure off.  That’s why we are so moved when someone gives, because we know they are giving because of God, and that is so exciting.  

  Some immediate financial needs:
1.  Immigration costs – we have an outstanding balance for immigration costs which we have incurred over the last year.  These fees are $4000.
2.  The purchase of a generator, $1000.  Some of you may remember we were out of electricity for a month this past year due to typhoon damage.  No electricity can also affect our water supply because we use an electric pump to get water into our tank.  We would like to have a back up electric source, a generator, this typhoon season.  The generator would only “power up” certain things – the refrigerator, water pump, some fans & lights, hopefully the computer and the Vonage phone.  
3.  We fluctuate between 25% and 50% of our needed monthly support, so we have ongoing needs in that area.  
4.  We need to purchase a computer for ourselves in the Philippines, and for Anna at college.

For many of you, it is easier to give in a lump sum, so we wanted to share with you our needs in that area. 

** If you choose to give to one of those needs, please indicate that on your response card.         
**If you choose to join our monthly support team, please indicate that on your response card. 
We would ask that you continue to pray for us in ministry – that we would follow God’s path & be faithful servants.   
With sincere thanks and blessings to you,

Phil & Julie

Hebrews12:28,  “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,

                            let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and 

                            awe”.

