
Noodles, Chopsticks and Calvin . . . . . . 

  
òHim we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ.  For this I 
toil, struggling with all His energy that 
He powerfully works within 
me.ó                Colossians 1:28-29 
 
Nothing like some noodles . . . and 
Calvin to start your Saturday morning 
off!  For several months, Iõve been 
meeting with a group of young men 
on Saturday at 6 am. The deal is that 
the Pastor (thatõs me) buys the noodles 
and they can ask any question under 
the sun about life, the Bible or things 
theyõre learning. Our topics have 
included but have not been limited to 
daily devotions, the sovereignty of 

God versus manõs free wheel, 
homosexuality, child abuse, ghosts & 
demons, marriage, singleness, 
sanctification . . . and the list goes 
on. Lots of diversity for sure and I can 
assure you that the conversation is 
never boring!  
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Iõve also assigned 
these young men 
the task of reading 
through the 
Institutes of the 

Christian Religion by 
John Calvin. Though 
the younger guys 
have opted for a 
shorter abridged 
version for the most 
part the group is 
tackling the weighty 
work with surprising 
gusto.  As we have 
worked through the 

first section of 
Volume 1, the guys 

were surprised at how many of their 
questions were tackled by Calvin in his 
exposition and practical explanation of 
Romans 1. The bottom line, whether 
you live in 16

th
 century Europe or 21st 

century Cambodia is that sin is VERY 
real.  As they have pressed forward, it is 
fun to see them wrestle with deeper 

issues of who God is, how to know Him 
and why/how that affects their every 
day lives (practical Theology is born out 
of systematic Theology).   
 
Iõve been convinced for a long time that 

young people have the capacity and 
desire to pursue the deep truths of the 
Word.  So many times we sell them far 
short of their God given capacity for 
solid intake of truth.   Almost 70% of the 
population here in Cambodia is under 
the age of 25!  It makes practical sense 
to invest in the up and coming 
generation and provide opportunities 
for them to interact with things like a 
true knowledge of God, our 

relationship to the Law, Christõs 
complete work and the role of the Holy 

Spirit. These young men, Lord willing, 
represent the future of Cambodia. Pray 
with me that they would equipped for 
work of the gospel and be prepared for 
the hardship of following Christ in a 

difficult place.   
 
Your partnership through prayer and 
giving is invaluable and I praise God for 
you!  Letõs keep pressing on together. 
 
In His Bonds, 
Daren 
 

Praises and Prayer Requests 

§ We had a relaxing week with the family 

because of a national religious holiday ï 
Pchum Bun; we would ask that you pray for 
the many believers who visited family during 
this time and were pressured to participate in 
this important Buddhist festival that remembers 
ancestors who have died by visiting the temple 
and offering sacrifices on their behalf. This is 
typically a very difficult time for many 
Cambodian believers.   

§ Please continue to pray for BJ and Andrea and 

their visit to the States this October for a short 
home assignment 

§ Thank you for praying for Bob and Nancy 

Wells (West Hills Community Church); they 
continue to do an excellent job of shepherding 
BJ and Andreaôs kids 

§ Special prayer request for the wife of our 

Project Manager ï Sopheap called from the 
province today (where his wifeôs family is from) 
and told me that his wife (in her early 20ôs) had 
either a stroke or heart attack and was close to 
death. She seems to be somewhat stable now 
but is very weak. Both Sopheap and his wife, 
Lyhuey, are the only Believers on either side of 
their family. The family (and the doctor) said it 
was a spiritual problem é . insinuating that her 
Christian faith and lack of participation in the 
religious holiday was to blame for her physical 
condition. Pray for their testimony to the family, 
her health, and wisdom of how we can help her 
get the right medical attention. They are also 
the parents of a one year old little girl.  

§ Praise God we were able to worship together at 

Shalom Church and I was blessed to preach 
out of I Corinthians 12:1-13.   
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Join our Cambodian Action  Team !  
Would you prayerfully consider joining our team by committing to faithfully pray and/or support 
the work here in Cambodia?  For more information visit our web site at www.actioncambodia.org  
or contact one of our offices at: 
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Registered Charity 1058661 Å ACTION Web site: www.actionintl.org  

Kids Corner by Jodi 
ñ 
A little over a year ago CJ and I were in Bangkok 
consulting with a doctor regarding his chronic 
illnesses. As his new medications began to work, he 
began to grow and change. It was like he had never 
made it to the 2-3 year-old phase. But as we went 
along, he caught up by bulldozing through that 
stage for a few months before he ended up at the 4 
year-old stage.  During this time he became my 
personal assistant because I couldnõt let him leave 
my sight!  h his little body over the past year. So 

many of you were praying with us and I am here to 
report that the Lord has truly been with his little 
body over the past year. He has grown leaps and 
bounds physically and emotionally. Thank you all for 

your consistent prayers 
on his behalf. CJ is now 
attending LOGOS 
preschool in the morning 
and loving every 
moment of it!  
 
Mikaela is enjoying her 
5

th
 grade class this year. 

She has a great teacher 
who is experienced, kind 
and calm. She is 
flourishing under the 

guidance of our principalõs wife, Jessica Hein. 

 
Kamryn is in 2

nd
 grade. Her 

teacher was rushed to 
Bangkok with serious 
kidneys stones and then a 
blood clot. She is back now 
and feeling fine.  But it is 
hard to get into the groove 
of things when you are 
away. Kamryn has also had 
problems with her 
stomach. Please pray that 
she would feel well and 
would thrive this year.  
 
Little Drew has definitely come into his own now. 
He is a stubborn little one and the whole 
neighborhood knows when he needs a little 
discipline. He is quick and can tell me what hurts 
when he is sick! He is a master at raising his 

eyebrows and making 
silly faces. I am told that 
comes from the DeNeui 
side of the family! 
 
Please continue to pray 
for the health of our 
children. This has been a 
year of sickness for all of 
them. As of this writing, I 
have two with fevers.  I 
am comforted knowing 
that God is sovereign in 
all things and will 

continue to give us strength as we shepherd our 
children. Thank you so much for your prayers in 
advance. 
 
Jodi Beck 
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